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Ducks 
adult males grow out of eclipse plum- 
age late. Winter principally along both 
coasts, as well as Gulf of Mexico. 

Voice; croaks, seldom heard. 
Common Merganser: Strong fli- 

ers; the flight is swift and direct, low 
over the water, often in "follow the 
leader" line. A very large duck; drakes 
show more white than any other spe- 
cies. 

Winters from ice-free water in the 
north to the coastal waters of the 
Southern States. The only call seems 
to be a startled croak. 

SPECIES WITH 
LIMITED RANGES 

These birds: Harlequin, Oldsquaw, 
Fulvous Tree Duck, Surf Scoter, Com- 
mon Scoter, White-Winged Scoter, 
Black-bellied Tree Duck and Com- 
mon Eider; except the tree ducks, are 
primarily of the sea. 

Harlequins go a little further south 
than Long Island and Puget Sound and 
north to Alaska. Oldsquaws have es- 

sentially the same range, plus the 
Great Lakes. 

Fulvous tree ducks are beginning 
to spread into the east from Louisiana 
west to California, while the black- 

bellied is still restricted to Texas. 
Scoter hunting is heaviest in New 

England, where all three species are 
locally known as "coots." Some flocks 
migrate along the coast as far as the 

Hello!, from 
Stony's Taxidermy 
Stony's Taxidermy is ready for 

business at 100 W. Center in Eagle 
Lake, 979-234-3698. 

I'm looking forward to meet- 
ing and doing business with some 
of the finest people in the world... 
Hunters. 

I'm also a hunter and take pride 
in my work and the satisfaction of 
my customers. 

So, if you have something 
you'd like to have mounted (deer, 
turkey, bobcat, ducks, geese, fish 
or maybe European mounts, rugs, 
antler, novelty items, etc.) come by 
and let me show you my displays. 

Hope to see you. Have a Safe 
and Great Hunting Season. 

Thanks, 
Stony's Taxidermy 

Carolinas on the Atlantic and lower 
California on the Pacific. 

Common elders are only in the 
North Atlantic, but related forms oc- 
cur in the northwest and Alaska. 

DIVING DUCKS 
Diving ducks frequent the larger, 

deeper lakes and rivers, and coastal 
bays and inlets. 

The colored wing patches of these 
birds lack the brilliance of the specu- 
lums of puddle ducks, but are still 
important field marks in most species. 
Since most of them have short tails, 
their huge, paddle feet may be used 
as rudders in flight, and are often vis- 
ible on flying birds. When launching 
into flight, most of this group patter 
along the water before becoming air- 
borne. 

They feed by diving, often to con- 
siderable depths. To escape danger, 
they can travel great distances under- 
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water, emerging only enough to show 
their head or bill tip before submerg- 
ing again. 

Their diets of fish, shellfish, mol- 
lusks, and aquatic plants make them 
second choice, as a group, for sports- 
men. Canvasbacks and redheads fat- 
tened on eel grass or wild celery are 
notable exceptions. 

Since their wings are small in pro- 
portion to the size or weight of their 
bodies, they have a rapid wing beat in 
comparison with puddle ducks. 

PUDDLE DUCKS 
Puddle ducks are typically birds of 

fresh, shallow marshes and rivers 
rather than of large lakes and bays. 
They are good divers, but usually feed 
by dabbling or tipping rather than sub- 
merging. 

The speculum, or colored wing 
patch, is generally iridescent and 

(See Ducks, Page 14) 

Prairie Waterfowl Hunts is 
based in Eagle Lake 

Prairie Waterfowl Hunts take 
place in Eagle Lake, 60 miles west 
of Houston and 150 miles east of 
San Antonio. Davis Waddell and 
Harlan Boettcher, owners and 
guides, have lived and hunted this 
prairie land for over many years. 

Their hunting grounds include 
rice fields and roost ponds espe- 
cially prepared for migrating wa- 
terfowl. All of this is just minutes 

away from the town of Eagle 
Lake. 

Their guarantee to you, the 
hunter, is to have an enjoyable 
hunting experience on some of the 
most productive hunting grounds 
in Texas. 

Their objective is to show you 
a memorable and enjoyable hunt- 
ing experience. 

In the past, they have made 

many lifelong friends hunting the 
prairies of Eagle Lake and hope 
to add your hunt to this list. 

Davis is the third generation of 
Waddell hunters and feels confi- 
dent with his knowledge and ex- 
perience of waterfowl to produce 
top quality hunts. 

"Harlan and I are looking for- 
ward to meeting you." 

Davis Waddell 

TACO TONY'S 
"Serving Colorado County 

For Over24 Years" 
The Home of Authentic Mexican Food! 

Saturday & Sunday: 
Menudo, Barbacoa, 

Caldo de Rez 
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. & 5 to 8:45 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday: 8 a.m. to 9:15 p.m.; Sunday, 7:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

20 Calhoun Road (Hwy. 90-A East) 234-3984 

Prairie 
Waterfowl Hunts 

Hunting the Eagle Lake and Garwood Prairies in Texas 
Available Guided Hunts: 

\Goose & Duck: 
*Guide Dog, Decoys and Parkas Furnished 

Minimum Four (4) Hunters 
*Monday through Friday: $145 per person 
'Weekends: $145 per person 

VTeal: 
'Camouflage attire suggested Guide and *Decoys 

Furnished 
'Minimum three (3) hunters 
'Monday through Friday & Weekends $75 per 

person 

VPheasant & Chukar: 
'Afternoon only Minimum three (3) hunters (if 

less, same charge) 
*5 Pheasant: $135 
*8 Chukar: $135 
'Combo (3 pheasant & 4 chukar): $150 

VSandhill Crane: 
*TPW permit required (No cost: 800-792-1112) 
'Minimum three (3) hunters 
'Monday through Friday & Weekends $135 

Davis Waddell: 979-234-2881 

Harlan Boettcher: 979-335-6012 

General Information: 
VSuggested Clothing: 

'Rubber Boots, Waders 
'Camouflage Clothing Cold Weather Clothing 
'Rain Gear 

^Transportation: 
'Your responsibility 

^Accommodations: 
'Available in Eagle Lake 
'Made upon your request 

VGuns & Ammo: 
'Steel shot only. Available in Eagle Lake 
'Bring your favorite gun 
*12 gauge and larger suggested 

VSporting Goods: 
'Available in Eagle Lake 

VBird Processing & Storage: 
'Available through Prairie Waterfowl Hunts 

More Information: 
VReservations 

'Make in advance 'Confirmed with 50% deposit 
'Davis Waddell: 979-234-2881 (Home) 
'Davis Waddell: 979-758-4193 (Mobile) 
'Harlan Boettcher: 979-335-6012 (Home) 
'Harlan Boettcher: 281-687-0624 
'E-mail: boettcher@ev1.net 

^Cancellation Policy: 
*30 Day notice (100% refund) 
*10 Day notice (50% refund) 

^Licenses: 
'TEXAS RESIDENTS: 

'License 'State Stamp 'Federal Stamp 
'OUT OF STATE 

'Five (5) Day Permit 
'State Stamp 'Federal Stamp 

vSandhill Crane Permits: 
'No charge but must be obtained prior to arrival. 

Contact Texas Parks & Wildlife: Phone 1-800- 
792-1112; or write: 4200 Smith School Road, 
Austin, Texas 78744. 

979-758-4193 (Mobile) 
281-687-0624 


